Middlesex, ss.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS TOWN OF WESTFORD
WARRANT
To the Constable of the Town of Westford, in said County,
GREETINGS:
You are required in the name of the Commonwealth aforesaid, to notify and warn all inhabitants of said Town qualified to vote in elections, and also in Town affairs, to meet at Westford Academy at 30 Patten Road on the following date:
·
Monday, October 21, 2024
Adjourned Date (If Necessary): Monday, October 28, 2024
(voter registration deadline, Friday, October 11, 2024 at 5:00 pm)
at 7:00 o'clock in the evening, then and there to act upon the following articles:
ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENTS
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ARTICLE 1:
Amend the Zoning Bylaw to Define and Regulate Firearm
Planning Board
Businesses and Related Terms

To see if the Town will vote to amend Appendix A: Table of Principle Use Regulations and Section 10.2: General Definitions of the Zoning Bylaw, and to Create a new Section 6.6 of the Zoning Bylaw, to regulate by Special Permit the location, siting, design, placement, security, safety, monitoring and other requirements for Firearm Businesses in the Town of Westford; and to enumerate criteria for the establishment of Firearm Businesses in town to address public safety concerns arising from the use of land, buildings, and structures for the operation of such businesses, and the potential disruption of peace and quiet enjoyment of the community, and related changes, copies of which are on file at the Office of the Planning Board and on the Town's website at https://www.westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/1611:
Or act in relation thereto.
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ARTICLE 2:

Amend the Zoning Bylaw to Define, Update and/or Regulate Additional Uses, and to Update Use Allowances for Contractor's yard, General Service Establishment, Business or professional office, Medical Office, Brew pub, Brewery, distillery, or winery, Restaurant and Massal?.e Establishment.

Planning Board
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 10.2: General Definitions and Appendix A: Table of Principal Uses of the Zoning Bylaw to define and regulate Contractor's yard, General service establishment, Business or professional office, Medical Office, Brew pub, and Brewery, distillery or winery; to allow Restaurant use within the Industrial Highway (IH) zoning district; to allow Massage Establishment within the Commercial Highway (CH), Industrial Highway (IH) and Industrial A (IA) zoning districts; and related changes, copies of which are on file at the Office of the Planning Board and on the Town's website at
https://www.westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/1611;
Or act in relation thereto.
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ARTICLE 3:  Amend the Zoning Bylaw to Establish and/or Modify Parking
Planning Board
Re uirements for Several Uses
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



To see if the Town will vote to amend Appendix D: Table of Parking Requirements of the Zoning Bylaw to establish and/or modify parking regulations for several uses, including Contractor's yard, Business or professional office, Medical Office, Massage establishment, Brew pub, and Brewery, distillery or winery, and related changes, copies of which are on file at the Office of the Planning Board and on the Town's website at
Initials.
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https://www.westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/1611; Or act in relation thereto.

ARTICLE 4:
Amend the Zoning Bylaw relative fo the use of Temporary
Planning Board


Trailers to achieve consistenc with G.L. c. 40A 3
 To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 3.2.1.4: Residential Accessory Uses- Temporary Trailer of the Zoning Bylaw to increase the permissible time period under certain circumstances for the use of a Temporary Trailer from 6 months to 12 months, and related changes so as to achieve consistency with
G.L. c. 40A §3, copies of which 'are on file at the Office of the Planning Board and on the Town's website at
https://www.westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/1611; Or act in relation thereto.
GENERAL BYLAW AMENDMENTS

ARTICLE 5:  Amend Chapter 51 of the General Bylaws - Motions for Reconsideration
Town Moderator
at Town Meetin s
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter 51 of the Town of Westford General Bylaws, Town Meeting, by amending Section 51.7 relative to Motions for Reconsideration, as shown below with deletions shown in strikethrough :
§51.7
Reconsideration of votes.
No vote taken at any Town Meeting or at an adjourned session of any meeting shall be reconsidered-at any adjourned session of the meeting, except upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the meeting;
Or act in relation thereto.

ARTICLE 6:
Amend Chapter 175 of the General Bylaws - Publication of Bylaw
Town Clerk
Amendments
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter 175 of the Town's General Bylaws relative to the manner of publishing bylaw amendments as follows, with deletions shown in strikethrough:
§ 175.2 Approval and publication of amendments.
Any amendment to these bylaws shall go into effect upon its acceptance by a Town Meeting, its approval in the manner required by law, and upon
A. the pu-blieation of referenee to the amendment at least ti.vo times in one or more ne•.vspapers, if any, published in the Town, otherwise in. one or more newspapers in. general eiroulation in the Town, and
B,- posting copies of the bylaw amendment in at least five public places in the Town, including Town Hall, and in one or more public places in each precinct of the Town, in accordance with Massachusetts General Law chapter 40, section 32, as amended.
All bylaws or votes of the Town inconsistent therewith shall thereupon be repealed; Or act in relation thereto.
I ARTICLE 7:
Rescind Chapter 157 of the General Bylaws - Transient Merchants
Town Manager I
To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter 157 of the Town of Westford General Bylaws, Transient Merchants, by deleting the Chapter in its entirety because the subject matter of the existing Transient Merchants Bylaw is now addressed in the Solicitation and Canvassing Bylaw adopted pursuant to Article 19 at the Apd 27, 2024 Annual Town Meeting;

Or act in relation thereto.
STREET ACCEPTANCE
I ARTICLE 8:
Accept Cloverleaf Lane as a Public Way
Select Board I
To see if the Town will vote to accept Cloverleaf Lane as a Town public way as shown on a plan on file with the Town Clerk, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 82, as heretofore laid out by the Select Board, and further to authorize the Select Board to acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, an easement in said way for all purposes for which public ways are used and maintained;
Or act in relation thereto.
ACQUISITION OF LAND

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to acquire by gift from Aubrey D Acker, for general municipal purposes, three (3) vacant parcels of land, the first parcel being identified as Parcel ID O15 0096 0000 and containing approximately 5.29 acres off of Howard Road, the second parcel being identified as Parcel ID OIO 0025 0000 and containing approximately 18.3 acres off of Howard Road, and the third parcel being identified as Parcel ID 027 0117 0000 and containing approximately 0.198 acres off ofKirsi Circle, as shown on plans on file with the Town Clerk;
Or act in relation thereto.
CITIZENS' PETITION

ARTICLE 10: To Enable Citizens to Vote on Warrant Articles without Physically
Citizens' Petition


Attendin Town Meetin
 To see if the Town will vote to advise the Select Board to work with the Town Manager and with representatives in the state legislature (currently Jim Arciero, Representative and John Cronin, Senator)
to introduce a bill to the legislature for the 2025-2026 session seeking authorization for the Town of Westford to revise the format of Town Meetings (both Annual and Special) to enable registered voters to vote on warrant articles without physically attending Town Meeting.
Two proposed methods of achieving this end would be (A) a ballot vote on warrant articles subsequent to Town Meeting using current ballot voting procedures, or (B) a hybrid Town Meeting, with people able to participate and vote on warrant articles either in-person or remotely (e.g. online).
There may be other more satisfactory methods of achieving the same end, that is to enable registered voters to vote on warrant articles without physically attending Town Meeting.
In this way, participating in decisions regarding the Town would be made available to those registered voters who, for one reason or another, are not able to physically attend Town Meeting, and are currently excluded from town decision-making.
The Town further advises that updates regarding the status and progress of this initiative, and the resulting bill in the State Legislature should be included in the Town Manager's monthly update.
Or act in relation thereto.
•

And you, Constable, are directed to serve this warrant by posting a true and attested copy thereof at the Town Hall, Library and at each Post Office in said Town of Westford at least fourteen (14) days prior to the time of holding said meeting.
THEREOF FAIL NOT and make return of this warrant, with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk, at the time and place of holding the meeting aforesaid.·
Given under our hands this  Jj  day of ---'sJe"""""f':i-""'=·n<Ju,t,,=---=-«
n the Year of our Lord 2024.

DATE:
JlS, :;.'Jaf
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE SERVED THE FOREGOING WARRANT BY POSTING A TRUE AND ATTESTED COPY THEREOF AT THE TOWN HALL, LIBRARY AND AT EACH POST OFFICE IN THE SAID TOWN OF WESTFORD AT LEAST FOURTEEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE T™E OF HOLDING SAID MEETING.
•
ARTICLE 9:		Authorize the Select Board to Acquire by Gift 2 vacant parcels of land located off Howard Road and 1 vacant parcel of land on Kirsi Circle for General Municipal Purposes





Select Board








